Ayurveda is gaining popularity across the globe owing to its holistic approach and stands unique amongst various medical disciplines of the world. Tradition, ethics and culture is woven intricately into the very concept of Ayurveda and it approaches health as a state of equilibrium. Aushadha (medicines) constitutes one among the quartet described for success of any medical modality. All aspects/ issues related to the drug like propagation, collection (GACP), quality addition, processing, preservation are required to be followed by the Vaidya according to the intended use of the particular formulation. With the globalization of Ayurveda, large scale commercialization of Ayurvedic medicines has come to the fore. As with every system of medicine, use of drugs may be beneficial or harmful, voluntary or involuntary. Initially Ayurveda Vaidya prescribed quality assured medicines which were procured and prepared usually by themselves, mostly in fresh form and dispensed at the same time. But, large scale commercialization has started raising issues related to drug manufacturing, quality, safety and efficacy, etc. The increased concern over safety of drugs has led to the emergence of a field of science known as pharmacoepidemiology, which is a synergy of clinical pharmacology and epidemiology.
